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“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.”

Margaret Mead
US anthropologist & popularizer of anthropology (1901 - 1978)
        Northwest’s Child Inc. Statement of Purpose

“To Serve the Special Care Needs of School aged Children, Youth & 

    Young Adults with Severe Developmental/Physical Disabilities”

Northwest’s Child was established and created in 1991 when it was discovered that there were no programs in existence that served the full day, year round needs of  our community’s most vulnerable and at risk population;  children, teens & young adults with severe developmental/physical disabilities.   The students we serve each day have special needs such as Cerebral Palsy, Autism, Downs Syndrome, Severe Seizure Disorder, 

Behavior Disorder and Developmental Disabilities.  Their ages range from 5 years to 21 years of age in our School age programs and from 21 years to well into the 30’s in our Adult programs.  

Northwest’s Child started with the simple but crucial mission to provide a safe, nurturing place for children & teens with severe disabilities to go while their parents completed their work day.  The added elements of providing a high quality educational, vocational and social curriculum, along with a strong connection to the local community, makes Northwest’s Child truly unique.  For, the additional elements that challenge and stimulate these individuals, make the program a valuable extension to each student’s school day and increase their chance at mastering the many personal goals they strive to achieve day after day a greater possibility. .         
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NWC has created a concept of care and compassion while addressing each individual’s “whole-person” needs, providing the opportunity for all students, no matter how severe the disability, to participate in all the things our community has to offer.  NWC focuses on what the students can do and what they enjoy doing, instead of their weaknesses or disabilities.                                 
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Without a program such as Northwest’s Child, a great many families face a very real threat of either giving up their job and going on welfare, leaving their vulnerable loved one with untrained & unsupervised strangers in their home or, ultimately, giving up their child with disabilities to the state in order to allow the rest of the family a chance at survival.  This extremely devastating choice is one that no parent should have to make.  However, far too many do just that every day.   Our goal is to give them a  more positive choice through Northwest’s Child.   Our mission is to provide a program where families can trust that their very special child is given the type of care, supervision, stimulation and activities that will enhance their life.  In addition, we strive to offer families this same level of support, advocacy and resources so that they can access the services that are most appropriate and available to help make their lives just a little more livable. 

Northwest’s Child strives to make connections with many support systems in our community.  We work closely with each student’s Public School teachers, parents and other professionals in order to focus consistently on the most important elements of their personal goals and objectives. In this way, we can work as a team, united in the best interest of the child.

Northwest’s Child also has a strong network of community connections through the many volunteer sites and businesses where our students and staff work each week.  These include Children’s Hospital, Goodwill, PCC, Police Departments, Fire Departments, Pacific Science Center, Safeway, Blanchet High School and many others.  Because our students go out into the community each day, they act as Goodwill Ambassadors between the general public and those in our world with disabilities. This list of connections is growing fast as our programs expand into new surrounding communities.  The staff and students also go to a great many field trips, sporting events and outings so that our students can experience all the amazing things that are out there just waiting for them.  
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The most important message of Northwest’s Child is that we all have strengths and we all have weaknesses, but most importantly, we all have something to offer if given a chance. 

This message is played out every day with the students, staff and volunteers.
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Our School aged program works around the school days, and serves all “out of school” hours, year round, while the parents are at work.  Our Adult program serves as a full day program addressing vocational, independent living and social skills for each student in a strong community-based setting.  Both programs operate Monday through Friday on a year round basis to provide a continued educational, enriching experience for all students, regardless of their limitations. 

Northwest’s Child Inc. currently has six program locations. Our two School Aged programs are in North Seattle and Edmonds and our Young Adult programs (Aaron’s Place) are in two in North Seattle, Kirkland and Bothell.   Our intention is to expand our services even more to include the Kent/Renton area as well as the Bellevue/ Redmond area with both school aged and adult programs.  The need is growing each day and it is our hope to continue to offer a positive solution to more families in our community. 

Northwest’s Child offers Home Care services to families in both Snohomish and King County areas.  We tailor all in home care to the personal needs of the child/adult with disabilities as well as the needs of their families.  We match the most appropriate staff with each family.  In addition, we have a strong policy of “same sex” care which means that we will pair female staff with female clients and male staff with male clients.  We offer Nurse Delegation in a limited ability currently.  However, we are actively acquiring Nurse Delegation certifications for all staff.  In this way, we will better serve the medical needs of each family when providing home care duties.  Our goal is to provide the best possible experience for each family.  
For More Information:

Contact Numbers:   


Main Contact Number:  206-526-2493


Ms Darcy Doyle-Hupf:  206-550-3308


(direct number)


Web site:

   www.northwestchild.org 

Email Address:
   darcyh8@gmail.com
   
Fax:


   206-299-9285
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Aaron:  “Aaron’s Place” is named in his memory
